MOSLEM   WOMEN   OF   MOSUL

important will they become in the eyes of the
people. There is one family in Mosul who boast
that their hareem have never visited any other
house. So strictly have the ladies been kept in
seclusion, that they were not even allowed to go to
the "hammam" (bath) till quite lately. Now, how-
ever, they are allowed the luxury of once a month
walking a hundred yards or so to the nearest bath.
After becoming acquainted with the ladies of this
hareem I was very anxious to obtain permission
for them to come and visit me. They did not at
all hold out any hope that their lords and masters
would allow such an unheard-of proceeding. One
day, however, my husband told the head of the
house that I was very anxious for the ladies of his
hareem to come and see me. To the great surprise
of all he acquiesced, only stipulating that the visit
should be kept as secret as possible. The ladies
were very excited, and for days beforehand were
talking about the proposed visit and making pre-
parations for it. On the day fixed the way had
to be cleared of all menkind, The doctor was
banished from the house for the whole afternoon,
the men servants were given a holiday, and all doors
through which a stray man might happen to wander
were carefully bolted and barred.

At the hour appointed a woman servant arrived
to know if all was ready. When she had satisfied
herself that no men were visible, nor could become
so unexpectedly, she returned to fetch the ladies.
They arrived in all the glory of black silk chuddars,
which Judy (our woman servant) carefully removed
and folded up. The two older ladies were quite